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National Weather Summary 
For the week of January 26 - February 1 
HIGHLIGHTS: A warming trend across large portions States. Throughout the day, the persistent rain 
of the Plains and Rockies contributed to unseason- glazed highways and trees from New York to Maine. 
ably mild weather over the western two-thirds of Daytime precipitation included rain from the 
the Nation, where weekly temperatures soared as eastern Great Lakes region and Ohio Valley into 
high as 25° above normal. Much of the eastern the Appalachians. Snow showers--mixed with 
third, however, was the scene of near or below freezing rain in places--remained across the 
normal temperatures and lots of moisture. Locally northern Great Lakes region. Southward, thunder- 


heavy 
northern 


in places--caused some 


A ser 


conditions 


Monday. 


variety of precipitation encompassed areas from 


rains along 


Florida 


ies of 


Associat 


fronts created unfavorable 
across 


Showers extended to the central Gulf Coast. 

Tuesday morning skies opened clear and cold 
over much of the Plains and Mississippi Valley, 
while clouds accompanied a warming trend in the 
northwest and west central Plains. In the North- 
east mild air spreading across New England brought 
an end to freezing rain in the area. 

Rain with occasional thundershowers persisted 


the Atlantic Coast States from 
to Maine--plus the melting snow 
lowland flooding. 


weather 
eastern U.S. on 
weather systems, a 


the 
tne 


much of 
ed with 


Ohio to the northwest Florida Coast and east to into the afternoon from the eastern Gulf of 

the Atlantic Coast. Mexico through the lower Appalachians northward 
Early in the day the previous week's winter along the New England Coast. Locally heavy rains 

storm moved into the extreme Northeast. In its later in the day joined forces with melting snow 


path 


vania and spread into the upper Atlantic Coast 


freezing rain developed in central Pennsyl- 


and ice jams to push northeastern rivers and 
streams up Sharply. In the Northwest, rain 
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continued along the Pacific Coast, turning to Sunny Shies--aided by downslope winds--pushed 
snow showers in the northern Rockies. temperatures into the middle 60's and low 70's in 
The slow moving but active cold front respon- parts of the southern and central Rockies. In 
Sible for the spree of wet weather over the cen- Colorado, Pueblo soared to a record 73°. The 
tral Appalachians and Northeast crept eastward on high pressure system responsible for the spring- 


mixture of sleet and 
snow from western 


into eastern Pennj- 


Wednesday. eain changed to a 
freezing rain, then turned to 
Virginia through Maryland and 
Sylvania. 

Ice jams aggravated rising 
east, especially portions of 
Hudson Rivers in New York and the Allegheny River 
in Pennsylvania. Flooding occurred as rivers 
spilled over their banks throughout New England 
and as far south as the Carolinas. 

A frontal system heading across the northern 
Plains deposited snow on northern portions of 
Minnesota, Wisconsin,and Michigan. Another front 
along the Atlantic Coast produced snow from 
northern Maine into West Virginia and Ohio. 

Elsewhere, a warming trend across much of the 
Plains pushed temperatures into the mid 60's as 
far north as southern Kansas, where Wichita 
scored a record high 64%. Some spots in North 
Dakota and Minnesota warmed as much as 50° in only 
a day's time. 

Fair skies 
Thursday, 


rivers in the North- 
the Susquehanna and 


greeted most of the Nation on 
though light snow still drifted into 
Michigan, Ohio, and the lower Great Lakes 
region. Precipitation was limited to snow flurries 
from New England througn the central Appalachians 
and over the upper Great Lakes region. Light 
Showers dotted the Pacific Northwest Coast. 
Unseasonably mild weather prevailed from the 
Pacific Coast eastward to the Mississippi River 
on Thursday, while east of the Mississippi, 
except in the Southeast, seasonal temperatures 
were the rule. 





like conditions also favored tne intermountain 
regions and central Plains (Las Vegas, Nev. 71°). 
Southern California, though, still ranked as the 
Nation's warm spot with readings in the low 80's. 
In contrast, temperatures around 5° put northern 
Ninnesota at the other end of the scale. 

Runoff from the locally heavy rains earlier 
ii: the week diminished on Friday. Rivers in the 
Northeast continued to subside, causing widespread 
ice jams from portions of New York and Pennsylvania 
into New Engiand. 

Meantime southern California complained of 
unusually dry conditions. Relief seemed unlikely, 
too, as a strong high pressure system off the 
California Coast forced Pacific storms northward. 

High pressure centers that dominated much of 
the Nation limited Saturday's precipitation. 
Showers were scattered from Mississippi to eastern 
Texas and a few light snow flurries drifted into 
the lower Great Lakes region. 


Two storm systems shared the blame for an 


inclement end-of-the-week in the East. Together 
the weather formations delivered rain and snow 
from the Great Lakes region to the Gulf. Cold air 


accompanied the turbulence across the upper Mis- 
Sissippi Valley and western Great Lakes region. 
In contrast, mild weather favored mvch of western 


U.S. Stockton, Calif., 72° chalked up a record 
high for the third day in a row. 


In the Southeast, Jacksonville, Fla. looked 
back on an unusually cold January; during the 
month the mercury dipped to 32° or lower a record 


26 times, comvared to 12 times average. 
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National Weather Summary 


For the week of January 26 - February 1 


HIGHLIGHTS: Above normal temperatures prevailed 
over much of western half of the Nation and in 
the Northeastern States during the week. Vir- 
tually no moisture fell west of the Mississippi, 
creating extremely dry conditions in the Great 
Plains. Fall seeded grains, especially winter 
wheat, are in a precarious situation. Without 
additional moisture from either snow cover or 
rain, wind erosion could harm the wheat crop 
this spring. Full supplemental feeding continued 
for livestock as grazing conditions did not 
improve the past week. 


SMALL GRAINS: Small grain condition continues 
to decline as soil moisture remains in short 
Supply over most areas of the Nation. In the 
major winter wheat producing areas, stands are 
below normal. 

In Kansas, winter wheat condition remains 
unchanged. Wheat in the eastern third of the 
State is in good condition but poor to fair in 
the western two-thirds. Limited wind erosion 
occurred in the southwest. Current vegetative 
cover is less than 10% in many western counties. 
Because of dry topsoil in Oklahoma wheat condi- 
tion is mostly fair to poor. Warmer tempera- 
tures increased greenbug and cutworm problems 
and so required considerably more spraying. 
spring oats and barley were sown but lack of 
moisture for germination is a concern. In Texas, 
wheat is making slow growth in most areas. 
Increased greenbug infestation required stepped- 
up control measures. Oats are making slow growth 
because of moisture shortages. 

In Washington, winter wheat is still vulnerable 
to sudden cold spells and stripe rust. Nebraska's 
winter wheat is in fair to good condition with 
limited snow cover. In Indiana, ice cover could 
result in small grain smothering. 

Most fall seeded small grains are in fair to 
good condition in the Southern and Eastern States 
where some topdressing is being done. 


Some 


OTHER CROPS: Cotton harvest is essentially 
complete in Texas but seedbed preparation con- 
tinues in most areas. 

Tobacco bed preparation is finished in Georgia 
and plants are in fair condition. Growers in 
Virginia, South Carolina, and North Carolina 
continue with plant bed preparation. Most 
tobacco markets in Kentucky are closed for the 
season. Some Virginia fire- and sun-cured tobacco 
is being marketed. 

Sugarcane harvest--about two-thirds complete-- 
is active jin Florida. Sugarbeet harvest in 
Arizona continues to make good progress. 

Potato volume from Florida is light but increas- 
ing. Potato planting continues in the Winter- 


Garden area of Texas while farmers in the Knox- 
Haskell area expect to start seeding about mid- 
February. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Citrus groves continue to be 
in very good condition in Florida. Growers are 
irrigating in all areas in response to inade- 
quate rainfall. Fruit damage from cool weather 
is beginning to show in heavy gradeout of fruit. 
Harvest continues active. 

In California, drought conditions continue 
and many groves are being heavily irrigated. 
Growers have slowed dormant spraying. Some trees, 
vines are budding prematurely, and lemon sizing 
is slow. The navel orange harvest is active. 
Harvest of navel and sweet oranges in Arizona 
is near completion with lemon and grapefruit 
harvest at a steady pace. Citrus harvest in 
Texas continues steady with a larger percentage 
of fruit going to processors. Pruning of cane- 
berries in Washington is being done. Filberts 
are in bloom in Oregon. 


VEGETABLES: Cold temperatures and strong winds 
still plague Florida vegetative crops, thus 
giving plants little chance to recover from ear- 
lier adverse weather. 

Total volume declined for the third straight 
week. Sweet corn and radishes declined while 
supplies of snap beans, cabbage, carrots, celery, 
lettuce, peppers, squash, and tomatoes remained 
near steady. Watermelon is now being planted 
but cold temperatures required considerable 
replanting. 

In Texas, cabbage, carrots, and lettuce har- 
vests were active. Early watermelon planting 
received light freeze damage in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley but no damage occurred in the 
Coastal Bend area. Onions made satisfactory 
progress in the Laredo area but some damage from 
colder temperatures occurred in the Winter Garden 
area, 

California movement of broccoli, cauliflower, 
carrots, celery, and lettuce are in good supply. 
Artichoke supplies are light while asparagus 
harvest is just beginning. Growers are begin- 
ning to plant the important canning tomato crop. 


PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK: Supplemental feeding 
continued heavy in most areas as a result of 
inadequate range and pasture conditions. Gen- 
erally warmer temperatures over most of the 
Nation did not help previously poor conditions. 
Winter wheat provided limited grazing because 

of dry soil conditions. Some cullage of herds 

in Nebraska is being done to stretch feed sup- 
plies. Pasture and ranges in Oklahoma are mostly 
depleted but feed supplies are currently ade- 
quate. Livestock conditions are generally fair 
to good over most of the Nation despite the 
reduced forage conditions. Calving and lambing 
were underway in Idaho, New Mexico, Oregon, Texas, 
and Washington. 
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, L.s.t., 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national seale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service, NOAA. 


ALABAMA: Temperatures near normal. High 74° 

at Mobile on 30th; iow 19° at Huntsville on 

2d. Rainfall light, most on 22d in southeast. 
Limited fieldwork: Care and feeding of live- 

stock and poultry remain primary activity. Soil 

moisture adequate to surplus. Warmer tempera- 

tures prompted small grain growth some areas. 

Livestock mostly fair condition. Pastures short. 

Hay short in local areas. 


ARIZONA: No precipitation. 
near normal. 

Preplant operations in cotton continues. Sor- 
ghum harvest completed. Sugarbeets good progress. 
Small grain planting limited. Wheat, barley 
excellent progress. Planting safflower limited. 
Established plantings good progress. Alfalfa 
hay dormant. Lettuce harvest continued Yuma, 
central areas good progress. Harvest mixed 
vegetables continued. Harvest navel, sweet 
oranges nearing completion. Lemon, grapefruit 
harvest continued. Condition cattle, calves 
mostly fair. Water supplies limited. Light 
Shipments lambs to slaughter. 


Temperatures averaged 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures averaged near normal. 
Precipitation totals were light, heaviest amounts 
occurring early week. Highest total was 0.69 

in. at Jonesboro. 

Wet condition prevented much fieldwork. Pas- 
tures are still dormant. Virtually all live- 
stock being fed supplementary. Livestock being 
maintained in good condition. Marketings moder- 
ate. 


CALIFORNIA: Fair, dry, warm weather continued 
except for light precipitation northern border 
early week. Occassional fog north coast and 
sections of Central Valley. Highs by end of 
week into 70's. Weekly averages slightly below 
normal extreme north coast, 5 to 10° above moun- 
tain areas, and 1 to 5° above other areas. 
Drought continues. Irrigation active where 
water available. Unseasonal irrigation continues. 
Pruning, fertilizing, active. Dormant spraying 
Slowed. Trees, vines budding prematurely. Lemon 
Sizing slow. Navel harvest active. Irrigation 
active all areas. Some crops showing stress 
salt accumulation. Broccoli, cauliflower, 
carrots, celery, lettuce good supply. Arti- 


choke light. Asparagus harvest beginning. 
Planting canning tomatoes beginning. Continued 
lack of rain increases fire hazard. Some 


ranchers hauling water. Small herds begin 
spring lambing and calving. Milk production up 
from last year. 


COLORADO: Light snow fell in parts of east, 
south and mountains 26th and 27th. Amounts 
ranged from 5 in. northeast, trace west, 2 in. 
mountains. Temperatures near normal except 
3 to 6° above over Platte and Arkansas River 
Basins. 

Farm activities: Feeding livestock and ma- 
chinery repair. Winter wheat and barley condi- 
tion good except in dry southeast where only fair. 


FLORIDA: Warm early week, colder late week. 


Cold front mid-week and on Ist gave 2.00 to 4.00 
in. of rainfall to northwest; generally 1.00 to 
2.00 in. elsewhere. 


Soil moisture ample west, north and central 
Gulf Coast; short north central, central and 
south. Fieldwork slow. Small grains fair, 
growth slow. Sugarcane harvest active, about 
two-thirds complete. Tobacco plant beds fair. 
Additional warm weather needed before pastures 
will begin providing significant grazing. Good 
rains needed in peninsula to stimulate forage 
growth. Cattle poor to good condition. Sup- 
plemental feeding continues heavier than nor- 
mal. Citrus grove condition very good, rain- 
fall not adequate, irrigation all areas, har- 
vest continues very active. Vegetable crops 
continue to be hampered by cold temperatures 
and strong winds. Little opportunity for plant 
recovery from earlier adverse weather. Fruit 
damage from cold beginning to show in heavy 
gradeout--replanting active most damaged crops. 
Total volume declined 3% from previous week. 
Supply of snap beans, cabbage, carrots, celery, 
eggplant, escarole-endive, lettuce, peppers, 
squash and tomatoes near steady. Sweet corn 
and radishes declined in volume. Potatoes and 
strawberries, in light, but increasing supply. 
Watermelon acreage being planted. Considerable 
replanting due to cold temperatures. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 4° above 
normal north central to near normal elsewhere. 
Rainfall occurred mostly on 26th with 1.00 in. 
or more southeast and 2 to 4 in. elsewhere. 
Weekend beginning February started sunny and 
mild Saturday with an abrupt change to rain at 
night. Rain continued through Sunday, brief 
strong winds statewide. 

Soil moisture adequate to excessive, mostly 
excessive. Small grains mostly fair. Pastures 
poor to fair. Cattle mostly good. Tobacco bed 
preparation complete, plants fair condition. ~ 
Liming, harrowing, land breaking where conditions 
permitted. Outside activities picked up south, 
limited north due cold and wet. 


HAWAII: Weather favorable for crop growth. 
Temperature drop to mid 50's late in week. 

Vegetable supplies adequate. Head cabbage pro- 
duction Maui active. Banana supplies light to 
moderate. Papaya supplies decreasing seasonally. 
Sugar slack. Pineapple harvesting light. Pas- 
ture good condition. 


IDAHO: Warm dry trend continued. Temperatures 
averaged 3 to 7° above normal except for few 
isolated valleys where cold air trapped. Precip- 
itation well below normal all areas with most 
stations reporting no measurable amount. Grange- 
ville with 0.14 in. had greatest amount reported. 
Farm activity continues to be limited to live- 
stock feeding and calving and lambing. Weather 
ideal for calving and lambing to progress. 
Feed supplies adequate. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 5 to 6° below normal 
extreme north, 1 to 3° below normal elsewhere. 
Precipitation less 0.10 in. most areas. 

Winter wheat, other small grains and legumes 
mostly good to excellent condition. Livestock 
doing well. Soil moisture mostly adequate. 
Main farmwork: chores, livestock care, appli- 
cation of nitrogen to wheat. 
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INDIANA: Snow storm on weekend northern third; 
closed many roads and schools. Snow depth 18 in. 
at South Bend, trace in extreme south. Sub- 
zero temperatures followed. Highest of week 
46° on the 28th. Temperatures averaged 4° below 
normal. Sunshine 40% of normal. January heat- 
ing degree days 4 to 13% above normal. 

Activities limited to chores and caring for 
livestock. Ice cover in spots continue threat 
of smothering to overwintering crops. 


IOWA: Temperature near normal east to 8° above 
normal west. Cold weather at beginning of week 
followed by sharp warming cold returned late in 
weekend. Snow 2-4 inches over southwest one- 
third of State Sunday night and early Monday, 
only significant precipitation during week. 

Farm activities are livestock care and normal 
chores. Moisture needed to reduce topsoil erosion. 


KANSAS: Temperatures averaged 10° above normal 
west to 5° above normal east. Highs 50's west 
and 40's east were typical. Precipitation was 
generally around 0.10 in. over northeast half and 
extreme western counties. No precipitation 
occurred over portions of southwest and west 
central. Snowfall earlier in the week was from 
1.00 to 5.00 in. over extreme west, north cen- 
tral, and northeast quarter. 

Wheat condition unchanged, good in eastern 
one-third, poor to fair in western two-thirds. 
Topsoil and subsoil moisture supplies short in 
many counties in western two-thirds of State. 
Current vegetative cover less than 10% in many 
western counties. Some wind erosion in south- 
west but limited. Scattered reports of green- 
bugs, damage light. Cattle on supplemental 
feed. Hay and roughage supplies low in south 
central and southwest, adequate elsewhere. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures were slightly above 
normal for the week. Rain ended on Monday with 
very little precipitation during the week. 
Total precipitation for the week averaged less 
than 0.25 in. 

Field activity limited--fields unable to sup- 
port heavy equipment due to wet and soft soils. 
Livestock requiring supplemental feeding. Most 
tobacco markets closed for season--remaining 
markets to close within few weeks. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures near normal northwest, 
2 to 4° subnormal elsewhere. Cold early in week, 
warming 28th through 30th, colder by weekend. 
Rain all but northwest portion on 3lst or 
Ist with totals 1.00 to 3.00 in. southeast por- 
tion. Extremes: 78° Shreveport 30th, 21° 
Winnfield and Ashland 28th, and 3.02 in. rain 
at Bogalusa on lst. 

Agricultural activities confined to routine 
chores. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures averaged near 
normal to 8° above normal. Highs, upper 60's; 
lows, 5%. Precipitation over the 2 states ranged 
from 0.70 in. to 3.05 inches with heaviest 
amounts on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

Milder weather allowed farmers to do outside 
maintenance work along with normal winter chores. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures were erratic; ranging from 
-26° at Stambaugh on 27th to 35° at Detroit on 
26th. Heaviest snowfall occurred mid-week. 

Farm activity limited to farm chores and feed- 
ing livestock. 


MINNESOTA: Mild week little or no snowfall ex- 


northeast corner where cold and new snowfall 
9 in. Temperatures averaged normal to 69 
except for northeast where generally as 

Extremes: 43 and -38°. New snowfall 

third 1 in. with 4 to 9 in. north cen- 
northeast district. Snow depth remains 
unchanged except patches of bare ground now show- 
ing southwest and south central districts. 

Farm chores routine. Livestock wintering well. 


cept 
up to 
above 
below. 
northeast 
tral ana 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatues near normal. Extremes: 
73 and 16°. Greatest 24-hour rainfall was 2.72 
in. at Canton on 25th and 26th. 

Soil moisture supplies mostly surplus north and 
adequate south. Fieldwork: 2.5 days suitable. 
Winter wheat and oats in poor to fair condition. 
Livestock in mostly fair condition. Hay and 
roughage supplies and feed grain supplies short 
to adequate. 

MISSOURI: Temperatures averaged above normal with 
1° above in tine west and east Ozarks and 2 to 3° 
above elsewnere. Precipitation averaged 0.25 to 
0.50 in. across the State except the Bootheel 
which averaged 1.50 in. snowfall recorded several 
areas averaging 1 to 5 in. 

Major farm activities consist of care and man- 
agement of livestock. 


MONTANA: Unseasonally warm and dry week. Temper- 
atures averaging near 10° above normal west, to 
near 25° above normal central and northcentral. 
Very warm temperatures depleted snowcover except 
high mountain areas and extreme east. Strong 
southwest winds east slopes early week. 

Winter wheat conditions fair to good--mostly 
fair main winter wheat areas. Wind damage to 
winter wheat light. Some major areas moderate. 
Snowcover protectiveness poor except good in east. 
Most livestock receiving supplemental feed. Graz- 
ing open most areas except east and south. Live- 
stock general condition good. 


NEBRASKA: Precipitation averaged 0.33 to 0.50 in. 
south, central and northern less than 0.10 in. 
Temperatures colder early but averaged 5 to 10° 
above normal. 

Winter wheat fair to good condition with lim- 
ited snow cover. Winter rye fair to good condi- 
tion. Livestock require supplemental feeding. 
Culling herds to stretch feed supplies some areas. 
Average hay supplies in about half of counties, 
remaining mostly below average. 


NEVADA: No precipitation, drought continued. 
Temperatures averaged 6 to 8° above normal. 
tremes: 3° Ely, 75° Logandale. 

Mild weather easy on livestock. 
feeding requirements light. 


Ex- 


Supplemental 


NEW ENGLAND: Weather was placid, no major storms. 
Snow in north, rain in other areas. Below zero 
temperatures north on 30th otherwise no extreme 
cold temperatures. High temperatures were 40's 
and 50's 26th south and throughout the area 27th 
and 28th. 

Cows milking well. 
appear adequate. 


Feed supplies at present 


Daily temperatures averaged 22° below 
normal on 22d.. Averages: 30° north, 35° south 
and 36° coastal. Extremes: 8 at Newton on 2d 
and 67° at Freehold on 26th. Precipitation totals 
for period as much as 5.77 in. at Pomona averaging 
2.54 in. north, 2.19 in. south, 1.10 in. coastal. 
A severe coastal storm brought 50 to 60 mph 
winds early on 2nd. Temperatures dropped 20 to 


NEW JERSEY: 
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25° in 2 hours and 1 to 3 in. of snowfall common. 
Heaviest reported was 4 in. at Charlottsburg. 

Farmers caring for livestock and other winter 
chores. 


Some snow northern mountains and east- 
ern plains on 26th and northeast corner on 26th. 
Temperatures averaged very near normal. Precipi- 
tation totals for January averaged 50% or less of 
normal. 

Moisture supplies short. Ranges mostly fair, 
some poor condition. Normal protein feeding, 
livestock fair to good. Dryland winter wheat poor 
in eastern portion due to lack of moisture. Irri- 
gated wheat and barley fair to good. Spring seed- 
ing of wheat, land preparation, orchard pruning 
continued. 


NEW MEXICO: 


NEW YORK: Temperatures near to above normal. 
Precipitation moderate extreme west, heavy else- 
where. Freezing rain 26th interior eastern 
sections. Temperatures in 40's and low 50's dur- 
ing day. Colder air on 27th gradually changed 
rain to snow in all but southeast where locally 
heavy rain fell. Six to 12 in. snow central. 
Milder air on lst and significant rainfall in 
eastern sections. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Above normal precipitation. Tem- 
peratures slightly above normal. Some mountain 
locations 6.00 in. snowfall on Feb. 1. Days suit- 
able fieldwork 1.2. Soil moisture mostly surplrs. 
Small grains mostly fair to good. Pastures poor 
to good, mostly fair. Farm feed supplies general- 
ly adequate. Some spot shortages. Routine chores 
and some tobacco plant bed preparation. 


to 16° 
Precip- 


NORTH DAKOTA: 
above normal. 


Temperatures ranged form 14 
High of 489, low of -27°. 


itation ranged from 0.14 to 0.04 in. below normal. 
Snow depths ranged from 1 to 10 in. 

Farm activities: Marketing of grain and live- 
stock and attending farm meetings. Most livestock 


receiving supplemental feed. 


OHIO: 
rain 
rain 


Precipitation in State every day. On 26th, 
south and mixture of rain, snow and freezing 
north and east. On 27th, 2.00 to 3.00 in. 
Snow southeast. One to 2.00 in. snow northeast on 
29th and 1.00 to 3.00 in. snow north and central 
on 30th. Weekly precipitation averaged 0.50in. 
Mild 26th, then colder with temperatures below 
normal remainder of week. Much colder on Ist with 
near blizzard conditions northwest and blowing and 
drifting snow northeast and east. Temperatures 
averaged 23 to 30 

Water standing in some winter wheat fields 
northwest. Adequate snow cover north central 
northeast. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged from about normal 
to 4° above normal. Precipitation very light with 
only measurable amounts being in eastern third of 
State. Weekend mild and dry. 

Another week with no rain. Topsoils dry 84% 
of State. Wheat condition mostly fair to poor. 
Greenbugs and cutworms widespread, considerable 
spraying for control. Panhandle dryland wheat in 
poor condition. Some irrigated acreage watered. 
Some spring oats and barley sown, but lack of 
moisture for sprouting a concern. Farm activities 
other than care of livestock directed at mainten- 
ance and preparing income tax returns. Pastures 
and ranges mostly depleted, but feed supplies are 
adequate. Some stock ponds going dry. Cattle in 
fair to good condition. 


OREGON : 
60's, 20's west; 


Temperatures above normal. Extremes: 
60's, 6 east. Precipitation 
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along coast ranged 1.53 in. or less, 0.10 to 0.36 
in. Willamette Valley, 0.05 in. or less east. 

Growers, attending agricultural meetings. 
Spraying clover, fertilizing fall grains, pruning 
orchards, training berries. Filberts in bloom. 
Potatoes, onions moving from storage. Feeding 
livestock moderate to heavy, feed supplies ade- 
quate. Lambing and calving continuing. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Mild and wet beginning of week and 
weekend. Turning much colder with blustery winds 
by 26th. Weekly temperatures 2 to 4% below normal 
northwest and north to 3° above normal southeast. 
Extremes: 64 and -11%. Precipitation mostly as 
rain east and snow west totaled from 0.50 in. 
northwest to over 2.00 in. eastern half. Early 
week rainfall caused widespread small stream 
flooding and significant rises on major streams. 
Snowfall G.0O to 9.00 in. west, central and north- 
ern mountains to 1.00 to 2.00 in. lower Susque- 
hanna and extreme western counties. 

Farmers doing normal winter chores. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 0.40 in. 
below normal. Highest weekly total 1.91 in. at 
Pico Del Este-Luquillo. Temperatures averaged 
about 73° on coasts and 67° interior with mean 
station temperatures ranging from 76.2°. 
91 and 49°. 

Favorable weather for sugarcane maturing. Har- 
vest started some areas. Some damages at Moca 
and Cabo Rojo due to fires. Generally good 
weather for development and cultivation of coffee. 
Tobacco harvest active. Pastures suffering due 
dry weather in southwest, and mountainous areas 
except in the Carolina area where they have been 
affected by excessive moisture. Food crop 
developing well. Irrigation used south coastal 
areas. Vegetables, citrus, and bananas harvested. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures for week averaged 
above normal. Rainfall heavy early week: 3.00 
in. in mountains, more than 1.00 in. eastern 
part of State. 

Rain hampered activities. Fertilizing, 
preparing land, seeding tobacco beds, setting 
cabbage when plants available. Harvesting greens 
scattered areas. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Very mild week, temperatures 
averaged from 4 to 18° above normal. Extremes: 
-21° Webster 27th, 64° Oral 30th. Warm after- 
noons in the eastern and northern parts melted 
much snow, reducing snow cover to one half 

its original depth. Eastern part received 2.00 
to 4.00 in. of new snow with moisture content 
generally less than 0.20 in. Snowcover ranges 
from 2.00 to 17.00 in. in the Black Hills, from 
zero to 6.00 in. elsewhere west, and from 3.00 
to 17.00 in. east. 

Farrowing and early lambing underway, some 
losses in damp barns due to pneumonia. Feed 
supplies generally adequate except for scattered 
areas in south. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures averaged near normal 

west and middle and 5° below normal east. Cold- 

est 28th with 12° at Crossville. Precipitation 

beginning and end of period. Little or no precip- 

itation west and middle and up to 1.50 in. east. 
Farm activities include feeding and caring for 

livestock, repairing and securing machinery, 

and obtaining fertilizer supplies. Pastures and 

winter wheat dormant. Livestock in good condi- 

tion with supplemental feeding. 


TEXAS: Arctic air first of week caused snow 


Extremes: 
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Hill Country, southwest Texas and light rain 
southeast Texas. Saturated scattered rainfall 
occurred central, east and southeast Texas, 
with amounts less than 0.25 in. Temperatures 
below normal southern half above normal northern 
half. Rainfall below normal, east Texas received 
scattered amounts. 

Wheat, oats continue slow growth, grazing 
below normal. Most areas suffer under mild to 
severe moisture stress. Seedbed preparation 
continues at feverish pace. Farmers south, Lower 
Rio Grande Valley waiting for adequate soil tem- 
peratures plant new crop. Wheat making slow 
growth most areas. Some dryland stands dying 
lack moisture, irrigated stands furnishing light 
grazing. Greenbug grain mites increasing many 
localities tarmers spraying for control. Oats 
making poor growth. Most areas suffering mild 
to severe moisture stress. Rains east south to 
upper Gulf Coast provided moisture for spring 
growth some fields started respond. Rust, green- 
bugs showing up scattered localities from Black- 
lands southward, control measures necessary. 
Flax making satisfactory growth south, south 
central where moisture adequate. Cotton harvest 
essentially complete but seedbed preparation con- 
tinues. Farmers south, south central completed 
seedbed preparation. Lower Rio Grande Valley: 
Cabbage harvest continues, light supplies. 
Carrots available. Onions making good growth. 
Planting watermelons, cantaloups continues. 
Early watermelon plantings received light freeze 
damage. Lettuce harvest active. Coastal Bend: 
Early planted watermelons sprouted, some already 
emerged. No damage reported from frost. Laredo: 
Onions making satisfactory progress. San Antonio- 
Winter Garden: Cabbage, carrot harvest continues. 
Spinach growth slowed due cold weather. Onions 
shown some damage result cold temperatures. 
Potato planting continues. Knox-Haskell: Land 
preparation continues Irish potato crop where 
planting expected start mid-February. Trans- 
Pecos: Onions, lettuce continue make good growth. 
Peaches: Pruning nearing completion commercial 
orchards. Dormant oil spraying has begun. 
Citrus harvest continues steady with larger per- 
centage fruit now going processing channels. 
Livestock fair to good western half. Fair to 
poor eastern areas. Ranges pastures furnishing 
little grazing. Grass fires common occurrence. 
Irrigated wheat furnishing light grazing in High 
Low Plains but dryland stands providing no graz- 
ing. Moderate rains east Texas provided relief 
and grazing expected to improve shortly. Lamb- 
ing ,calving swing on Edwards Plateau and spring 
goat shearing getting underway. 


UTAH: No measurable moisture reported. Local 
areas dense fog some northern valleys. Average 
temperatures quite variable, ranging from -4 

to 10° above. 

Fair and warmer weather made daily chores 
easier. Care and feeding of cattle and sheep 
on winter range, feedlots, and valley farms. 
Farm flock lambing should start. Turkey poults 
for 1976 flocks now being delivered. Some 
marketing potatoes, apples and dry onions con- 
tinues. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged above normal. 
Mild weather, early turning colder end of 
period. Precipitation heavy. Rain averaged 
1.75 in., snow 1.00 in. 

Fieldwork: 0.8 days suitable. Topsoil mois- 
ture 70% surplus, 29% adequate, 1% short. Win- 
ter grains and grazing crops improved due to 
milder temperatures. Feed supplies adequate. 
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Livestock good condition, calving, lambing nor- 


mal. Fire, sun tobacco marketing continues. 
Field activities included: Tobacco plantbed 


preparation, plowing, lime and fertilizer appli- 
cations with small grains being topdressed, 


hauling manure, digging drain ditches. Pesti- 
cide certification training schools, crop meet- 


ings active. General farm activities included: 
Income tax preparation, buying supplies, machin- 
ery repair, cutting firewood, slaughter. 
WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures 2° subnormal 
southern part to 5° above normal northern part. 
Precipitation 0.60 in. subnormal except in 
Bellingham with 0.19 in. above normal. 

Water damage in low areas of cabbage fields. 
Pruning caneberries. Forced rhubarb harvest 
tapering off. Digging carrots. Eastern Wash- 
ington hay being shipped in. Silage corn becom- 
ing short. East: Readings 5° above normal. 
Precipitation below normal. 

Pruning in orchards and vineyards. Tempera- 
tures warm enough to reduce winter hardiness 
of some mature fruit trees. Winter wheat still 
vulnerable to sudden cold spell and stripe 
rust. Farm activities: Fertilizing, land level- 
ing, machinery repair. Winter feed adequate. 
Calving and lambing proceeding. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal. 
Precipitation near normal. 
Soil moisture mostly adequate. Favorable 


workdays 1.4. Farm activities limited to feed- 
ing livestock and repairs. Small grains in good 
condition with some snow cover. Livestock in 
good condition. 


WISCONSIN: Bitter cold beginning week. 
developed northwest 29th, spread over State, 
amounts of 1 to 3 in. north and east. Cold 
front on Ist caused light snow, with blowing 
and drifting from strong northwest winds. 

Frost depths January 30th averaged 17 in., 
increase of 2 in. from two weeks earlier but 
comparable to last year. Snow depths increased 
to average of 14 in., 5 in. more than in mid- 
January and 6 in. above last year. 


Snow 


WYOMING: Warmest temperatures east portion. 
Nearly all stations above normal. Precipitation 
ranged from trace to 0.5lin. 

Supplemental feeding necessary most areas. 
Hay, roughage supplies should be sufficient. 
Livestock generally in good condition. Occasional 
snow showers of some benefit to winter wheat. 
Care and feeding of livestock, machinery repair 
major activities. 


Wind Cuts into Great Plains 


acres in the Great Plains 
were damaged by wind erosion during November and 
December 1975. An additional 10 million acres are 
in danger of experiencing wind erosion over the 
next few months based on current land conditions. 
These conclusions--based on conditions as of 
December 31, 1975-- highlighted the first report 
of the 1975-76 wind erosion season released by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's Soil Conservation 
Service (SCS), 

Reports from 335 counties indicated 1,035,530 
acres damaged, compared to 411,950 acres reported 
by 295 counties for the same period last year. 

States reflecting the highest percentage of 
damage increase were South Dakota, 208,570 acres 
damaged compared to 7,080 the previous year; Okla- 
homa, 41,670 acres damaged compared to 2,100; and 
Nebraska, 171,402 acres damaged compared to 
10,250. 

States reporting 


More than a million 


less erosion than a year ago 
were North Dakota, 44,080 acres damaged compared 
to 64,480 the previous year; New Mexico, 13,220 
acres damaged compared to 35,500; and Colorado, 
6,000 acres damaged compared to 9,380. 

Nearly 90 percent of the damage was to cropland. 
SCS considers land as damaged if enough soil has 
been removed or deposited to subject the land to 
further erosion hazard or to impair its capacity 
to produce. 

Kmergency 
acres to prevent damage 


tillage was used on a total of 590,198 
in all 10 reporting States. 


The southern Great Plains claimed 72.9% of the 
emergency tillage reported; Texas led the way with 


326,825 acres. 


As indicated in the accompanying table, more 
than 10.3 million additional acres are in danger 
of suffering wind erosion over the next few months 
because of present land conditions, SCS reports. 


Great Plains Acreage in condition 











State to blow 
Northern: 
Montana 946 ,948 
Nebraska 437,400 
North Dakota 2,080,290 
South Dakota 1,704 ,425 
Wyoming 220 ,000 
Subtotal 9,088 ,973 
Southern: 
Colorado 676,815 
Kansas 1,594,400 
New Mexico 106 ,900 
Oklahoma 649 ,898 
Texas 1,886,803 
Subtotal 4,914,816 
Total 10,303, 789 


Major contributing factors to the high level of 
wind erosion this past fall included poor ground 
cover because of dry conditions that caused poor 
germination, lack of crop residue because of ex- 
cessive tillage and dry weather, poor topsoil 
moisture, and very little snow cover. 
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